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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims 

1 ♦ -156 • (Cancelled) 



157, (Currently Amended) A swiLcli acccurding Lcr c laim 15 G 
comprising An_Qp_t_i_cal fiber cross -connect switch 
compriflina fir^=<^, ^riH second aroupa of optical fiber 
switching units, disposed in optically opposincr relation, 
each of the switching units in at least one of said first 
and second groups further comprising f_ 

5igna,l,s ; 

a, po^ifciox^ ^nq<p4^;E7 gQ^ppri^gi^g ^ p^^tj,^^ Ja^yjy^cT a 
^pati,^3,ly varying p^tt^yR q£ i^ter ^c;tiorl wAth, y^dia.t;ior^ 
incident bhereon, the encoder operative to detect a Moire 
interference pattern and determine therefrom a position 
of at least one of » (i) an end of said optical fiber; 

(ii) an optical element operative to influence an optical 
path of optical signals aago_c_ia_t-ed with, B_aid fiber,* and 

(iii) a plurality of optical elements operative to 
influence an optical path of optical signals associated 
with said signal emitted from or coupled into the fiber 
and 

an optical system configured to project one or more 
control signal radiation patterns, 

158, (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 157 
wherein the reticle is positioned to receive the one or 
more control signal radiation patterns and to produce one 
or more corresponding Moir6 interference patterns in 
response thereto* 
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159. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 158 

wherein the encoder comprises a radiation sensor which is 
positioned to detect at least a portion of the one or 
more corresponding Moir6 interference patterns and 
configured to generate a corresponding control signal in 
response thereto - 



160. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
comprising a controller connected to receive the 
corresponding control signal and configured to determine 
a position of the reticle based on the corresponding 
control signal - 



161- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
wherein the reticle has a spatially varying 
transmissivity and wherein the radiation sensor is 
located to detect radiation from the one or more control 
signal radiation patterns which have passed through the 
reticle. 



162, (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 

wherein the reticle has a spatially varying reflectivity 
and wherein the radiation sensor is located to detect 
radiation from the one or more control signal radiation 
patterns which have reflected from the reticle. 



163- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 

wherein the reticle is patterned with a regular array of 
cells - 



164. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 163 
wherein each cell comprises an aperture portion and an 
opaque portion and wherein the reticle passes a first 
proportion of the control signal radiation patterns 
incident on the aperture portion to the radiation sensor 
and the reticle passes a second proportion, smaller than 
the first proportion, of the control signal radiation 
patterns incident on the opaque portion to the radiation 
sensor - 
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165- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
wherein the reticle comprises a circularly symmetric 
pattern of aperture areas and opaque areas and wherein 
the reticle passes a first proportion of the control 
signal radiation patterns incident on the aperture areas 
to the radiation sensor and the reticle passes a second 
proportion, smaller than the first proportion, of the 
control signal radiation patterns incident on the opaque 
areas to the radiation sensor - 



166, (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 

wherein each of the one or more control signal radiation 
patterns comprises a plurality of elongated stripes of 
radiation. 



167. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 

wherein each of the one or more control signal radiation 
patterns comprises a spatially periodic radiation 
pattern - 

158. <Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 163 

wherein each of the one or more control signal radiation 
patterns comprises a spatially periodic radiation pattern 
having a period substantially equal to a spatial 
periodicity of the array of cells . 

169* (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 168 
wherein the cells of the array of cells are arranged in 
rows extending substantially parallel to a first axis and 
columns extending substantially parallel to a second axis 
and wherein each of the one or more control signal 
radiation patterns comprises a plurality of elongated 
stripes which are oriented sxibstantially parallel to one 
of the first and second axes. 



PAGE 9/23 ' RCVD AT 3/1/2004 8:00:09 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729306 ' CSID:604 681 4081 ' DURATION (mm-S5):08-14 



05/01/04 17:03 FAX 804 681 4081 OYEN WIGGS ET AL IglOlO 



Application No. 09/842,225 Page 5 of 18 

Amendment dated 1 March 2004 

Reply to Advisory Action of 29 January 2004 

170. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 15 9 

wherein the one or more control signal radiation patterns 
comprise at least one radiation pattern having a firet 
wavelength ajid at least one radiation pattern having a 
second wavelength; 



171. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
wherein the optical system comprises an array of 
radiation emitting devices which are located in positions 
optically opposing one of: the first group of optical 
fiber switching units and the second group of optical 
fiber switching units - 



172. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 171 
wherein the optical system is configured to project the 
one or more control signal radiation patterns by turning 
on selected pluralities of the radiation emitting 
devices. 



173. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 171 

wherein individual ones of the radiation emitting devices 
are located between a plurality of optical switching 
units in the first gxoup of optical fiber switching 
units * 



174- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 171 

wherein individual ones of the radiation emitting devices 
are located between a plurality of optical switching 
units in the second group of optical fiber switching 
units. 



175. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 

wherein the encoder comprises a lens which is located and 
shaped to focus the one or more control signal radiation 
patterns onto the reticle . 
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176. (Previously Presented) A swit:ch according to claim 175 
wherein the lens is located and shaped to couple an 
optical comirrunication signal from a selected one of a 
plurality of optically opposed switching units into the 
optical fiber of its associated switching unit. 



177- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 175 
wherein the lens is located and shaped to collect an 
optical communication signal emitted from its associated 
optical fiber and direct the optical communication signal 
towards a selected one of a plurality of optically 
opposed switching units . 

178. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
wherein the reticle is coupled to move with its 
associated optical fiber, and wherein the one or more 
corresponding Moir§ interference patterns vary in 
intensity based on a position of the reticle. 

179. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 178 
comprising a controller connected to receive the 
corresponding control signal from the radiation sensor 
and configured to determine a position of the optical 
fiber based on the corresponding control signal. 

180. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 159 
wherein the reticle is coupled to move with its 
associated optical element, and wherein the one or more 
corresponding Moire interference patterns vary in 
intensity based on a position of the reticle. 

181- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 180 
comprising a controller connected to receive the 
corresponding control signal from the radiation sensor 
and configured to determine a position of the optical 
element based on the corresponding control signal. 
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182, (Currently Amended) A swl - L r eh aeee r rdin g t o - c laim - 4 3 An 

optical fiber cr-oss-coimect switch comprising first and 
second crronps of optical fiber switchlncr units, disposed 
in optically opposing relation, eacb of the gwitchinq 
units in at least one of said f irst_ and second groups 
further compr i s ing i 

an optical fiber operative to conduct optical 
signals ; and 

a position encoder operative to detect a Molr^ 
interference pattern and determine therefrom a position 
o£ at least one of; (i) an end of said optical fiber/ 
fii) an optical element operative to influence an optical 
path of optical signals asgo_c_ia_t_ed wi_th_s_aid fiber.* and 
Ciil) a plurality of optical elements operative to 
influence an optical path of optical signals associated 
with said signal emitted from or coupled into the fiber; 

wherein each of the switching units in at least one of 
the first and second groups further comprises an actuator 
having a magnetic member coupled to move with the optical 
fiber and a plurality of magnetically polarizable 
branches spaced apart around the magnetic taember. 



163. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 182 
wherein the magnetic member is circularly symmetric. 

184. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 183 

wherein the magnetic member comprises a ring of magnetic 
material - 



185. (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 184 
wherein the encoder comprises a reticle having a 
spatially varying pattern of interaction with radiation 
incident thereon and wherein the ring extends around a 
peripheral edge of the reticle. 

186- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 185 
wherein the ring comprises a ferrite material. 
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187- (Previously Presented) A switch according to claim 183 
wherein the actuator comprises four branches which are 
equally spaced apart around the magnetic member. 

18a, (Currently Amended) A mafch o d a e e e irdlii9 fco claim 3 8 
co m p ri s in g r A method for switching an input optical 
giqna,l between any a p lurality of outp . u . t signal 

cQTnpyjl^iugT 

(jLet^Qt^j.nc[ a ^c?i,r e . interference p attern and 

yQqQj,yinq egd Qg Qne? S5^i,d putp^i; ^jcpcial, c];!,^]^^^^^^ an,a ^ 
transmit ting ^n<^ gf jnp^t sjcm^l qhB,j;m^l ^^^qqi^t^<i 
with said input optical signal; 

generating one or more output Moir^ interference 
patterns using first control signal radiation, the one or 
more output Moir6 interference patterns varying with a 
position of the receiving end of the one of said output 
signal chaimels ; 

detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
output Moire interference patterns; and 

based at least in part on the detected portion of 
the one or more output Moir6 interference patterns, 
determining the position .of the receiving end of the one 
of said output signal channels* 

189, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 188 
wherein generating one or more output Moir^ interference 
patterns comprises projecting the first control signal 
radiation onto an output reticle coupled to move with the 
one of said output signal channels, the output reticle 
having a spatially varying pattern of interaction with 
radiation incident thereon . 

190. ' (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 189 

wherein determining the position of the receiving end of 
the one of said output signal channels comprises 
determining a position of the output reticle* 
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191- (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 190 
comprising t 

generating one or more input Moir6 interference 
patterns using second control signal radiation, the one 
or more input Moir§ interference patterns varying with a 
position of the transmitting end of the input signal 
channel associated with said input optical signal; 

detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
input Moir# interference patterns; axxd 

based at least in part on the detected portion of 
the one or more input MoirS interference patterns y 
determining the position of the transmitting end of the 
input signal channel associated with said input optical 
signal. 

192. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 191 
wherein generating one or more input Moir6 interference 
patterns comprises projecting the second control signal 
radiation onto an input reticle coupled to move with the 
input signal channel, the input reticle having a 
spatially varying pattern of interaction with radiation 
incident thereon. 

193 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 192 
wherein determining the position of the transmitting end 
of the input signal channel comprises determining a 
position of the input reticle. 

194. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein each of the input and output reticles have a 
spatially varying tranamissivity and wherein detecting at 
least a portion of the one or more output Moire 
interference patterns comprises detecting a portion of 
the first control signal radiation which has passed 
through the output reticle and detecting at least a 
portion of the one or more input Moir6 interference 
patterns comprises detecting a portion of the second 
control signal radiation which has passed through the 
input reticle . 
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195, CPreviously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein each of the input and output reticles have a 
spatially varying reflectivity and wherein detecting at 
least a portion of the one or tuore output Moire 
interference patterns comprises detecting a portion of 
the first control signal radiation which has reflected 
from the output reticle and detecting at least a portion 
of the one or more input Moir^ interference patterns 
comprises detecting a portion of the second control 
signal radiation which has reflected from the input 
reticle. 

196. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein each of the input and output reticles is 
patterned with a regular array of cells . 

197- (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 196 
wherein each cell of the array of cells comprises an 
aperture portion and an opaqpie portion and wherein: 

(a) detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
output Moir6 interference patterns comprises 
detecting a first proportion of the first control 
signal radiation that is incident on and passes 
through the aperture portion and detecting a second 
proportion, smaller than the first proportion, of 
the first control signal radiation that is incident 
on and passes through the opaque portion; and 

(b) detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
input Moire interference patterns comprises 
detecting a first proportion of the second control 
signal radiation that is incident on and passes 
through the aperture portion and detecting a second 
proportion, smaller than the first proportion, of 
the second control signal radiation that is incident 
on and passes through the opaque portion. 
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198 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein each of the input and output reticles comprises a 
circularly symmetric pattern of aperture areas and opaque 
areas and wherein: 

(a) detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
output Moire interference patterns comprises 
detecting a first proportion of the first control 
signal radiation that is incident on and passes 
through the aperture areas and detecting a second 
proportion, smaller than the first proportion, of 
the first control signal radiation that is incident 
on and passes through the opaque areas; and 

(b) detecting at least a portion of the one or more 
input MoirS interference patterns comprises 
detecting a first proportion of the second control 
signal radiation that is incident on and passes 
through the aperture areas and detecting a second 
proportion, smaller than the first proportion, of 
the second control signal radiation that is incident 
on and passes through the opaque areas . 

199. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto the output reticle comprises projecting a plurality 
of elongated stripes of radiation onto the output reticle 
and projecting the second control signal radiation onto 
the input reticle comprises projecting a plurality of 
elongated stripes of radiation onto the input reticle - 



200- (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto the output reticle comprises projecting one or more 
spatially periodic radiation patterns onto the output 
reticle and projecting the- second control signal 
radiation onto the input reticle comprises projecting one 
or more spatially periodic radiation patterns onto the 
input reticle. 
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201, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 196 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto the output reticle cotttprises projecting one or more 
spatially periodic radiation patterns onto the output 
reticle, the spatially periodic radiation patterns having 
a period substantially equal to a spatial periodicity of 
the cells of the array of cells of the output reticle and 
projecting the second control signal radiation onto the 
input reticle comprises projecting one or more spatially 
periodic radiation patterns onto the input reticle, the 
spatially periodic radiation patterns having a period 
substantially equal to a spatial periodicity of the cells 
of the array of cells of the input reticle - 

202, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 201 
wherein the cells of the arrays of cells of the input and 
output reticles are arranged in rows extending 
substantially parallel to a first axis and columns 
extending substantially parallel to a second axis and 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto the output reticle comprises projecting elongated 
stripes of radiation which are oriented s\abstantially 
parallel to one of the first and second axes and 
projecting the second control signal radiation onto the 
input reticle comprises projecting elongated stripes of 
radiation which are oriented substantially parallel to 
one of the first and second axes . 

203, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto the output reticle comprises projecting at least one 
radiation pattern having a' first wavelength onto the 
output reticle and projecting at least one radiation 
pattern having a second wavelength onto the output 
reticle and wherein projecting the second control signal 
radiation onto the input reticle comprises projecting at 
least one radiation pattern having the first wavelength 
onto the input reticle and* projecting at least one 
radiation pattern having the second wavelength onto the 
input reticle. 
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204. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
wherein projecting the first control signal radiation 
onto tlie output reticle comprises imaging a plurality of 
individual radiation emitting devices onto the output 
reticle and wherein projecting the second control signal 
radiation onto the input reticle coiuprises imaging a 
plurality of individual radiation emitting devices onto 
the input reticle, 

205. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 189 
comprising moving the receiving end of the one of said 
output signal channels to a position that substantially 
maximizes the coupling of said input optical signal into 
the one of said output signal channels* 

206. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 193 
comprising moving the receiving end of the one of said 
output signal channels to a position that substantially 
maximizes the coupling of said input optical signal into 
the one of said output signal channels. 

207* (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 206 
cotr^rising moving the transmitting end of the input 
signal channel associated with said input optical signal 
to a position that substantially maxitnizes the coupling 
of said input optical signal into the one of said output 
signal channels* 

208* (Cancelled) 
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209- (Currently Amended) A m e thod according t - o ciaim - SOO 
cmiprlaiii^j A met:hod for switching an optical 
coinmunication signal emitted from a first optical fiber 
between any of a plurality of second optical fibers in an 
Optical crosa- connect switch, said method comprisino: 

detecting a Moire interference pattern and 

determlnlncf therefrom a position of at least one of t Cal 

an end of said first optical fiber,- (b) an end of one of 
said second otatical fibers? (c) an optical element 

operative to influence an optical path between said first 
optical fiber and one of said second optical fibers: and 
(d) a, plnX^XXt^Y on OptAC^J^ gj[,g;yag^t^ Qp^^^t;i,v^ 

A^filu^yxQ^ a^ Qptjg^JL p^th b^twe^^ s^Ad gj^y^t QptAc^l 
flbQy ^nd pn^ of ^ajd ^Q<?9na Qpt;ig^,ji, ^jb^ys; 

wherein the optical element operative to influence an 
o ptical p^th, b^tV^^H gaid gjyat opti<?^3, gj b^y ^nd thQ on^ 
of said second optical fibers comprises a moveable 
optical element and wherein a position of the moveable 
optical element influences the optical path between said 
first optical fiber and the one of said second optical 
fjL]?^rs; aT><A 

generating one or more Moire interference patterns 
by projecting control signal radiation onto a reticle 
coupled to move with the moveable optical element, the 
reticle having a spatially varying pattern of interaction 
with radiation incident thereon. 

210 ► (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 209 

comprising determining a position of the moveable optical 
element by determining a position of the reticle. 

211. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 210 
comprising moving the moveable optical element to a 
position that substantially maximizes the coupling of the 
optical communication signal between said first optical 
fiber and the one of said second optical fibers. 
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212- (Currently Amended) A m e tliod according to claim 39 A 
met:hod for switching an optical communication sicmal 
emitted from a first optical fiber between any o£ a 
plurality of second optiical fibers in an optical cross - 
connect switch, said method comprisingi 

detecting a Moirfe interference pattern and 
determining therefrom a position of at least one of: (^) 
an end of said first optical fiber,- (b) an end of one of 
said second optical fibers .- (c) an optical element 
operative to influence an optical path between said first 
optical fiber and one of s aid second optical fibers: and 

(d^ a plurality of optical elements operative to 
influence an optical path between said first optical 
fiber and_one of said second optical fibers: 

wherein the plurality of optical elements operative to 
influence an optical path between said first optical 
fiber auid the one of said second optical fibers comprises 
a plurality of moveable optical elements and wherein 
respective positions of the moveable optical elements 
influence the optical path between said first optical 
fiber and the one of said second optical fibers* 



213, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 212 
comprising generating one or more Moir^ interference 
patterns by projecting control signal radiation onto a 
plurality of reticles, each reticle coupled to move with 

.a corresponding one of the plurality of moveable optical 
elements and each reticle having a spatially varying 
pattern of interaction with radiation incident thereon. 

214. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 213 
comprising determining the respective positions of the 
plurality of moveable optical elements by determining 
respective positions of their corresponding reticles* 
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215* (Previously Presented) A method according t:o claim 214 
comprising moving the plurality of moveaible optical 
elements to positions that substantially maximize the 
coupling of the optical communication signal between said 
first optical fiber and the one of said second optical 
fibers. 
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